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S. Prakash Datta (1920–2010)Very likely, I belong to the small group of people who have
known Prakash Datta longer than most. We met the ﬁrst time dur-
ing the ﬁrst FEBS meeting (London, 1964) i.e. nearly half-a-century
ago.
Prakash Datta was a unique personality; he belonged to those
extremely rare persons who were upright, highly motivated, sin-
cere and uninterested in money – unless it was for the good of
the FEBS. He was the perfect treasurer from the beginning of the
FEBS until 1990 – the right man at the right time. The iron curtain
cut Europe in half, and with it European biochemistry. I remember
how wisely and skillfully he coped with the problem of handling
the currencies of the ‘‘socialist countries”, which were not convert-
ible – not even among themselves. A problem that would have
made any treasurer shiver: how to handle a budget in a dozen cur-
rencies? His solution: the Polish zlotys that belonged to FEBS
would be used in Poland by Polish biochemists to attend courses
and/or to do research.
He was pragmatic, capable of solving apparently unsolvable
problems, and always ready to help those who, with honesty and
skill, wished to do good research. His compass was his own uncom-
promising honesty when acting for the good.
He did not refrain from adding more work to the big load he
already had if this would beneﬁt FEBS. Advanced Courses,doi:10.1016/j.febslet.2010.07.052Fellowships (short or long), and other initiatives aiming to promote
young biochemists are costly. At the start, except for a few (but
important) donations, FEBS’ income came from contributions from
the societies themselves – a source which was clearly insufﬁcient.
Scientiﬁc journals were the natural potential source of income. The
ﬁrst FEBS journal was the ‘‘European Journal of Biochemistry” (now
‘‘FEBS Journal”). In 1968 FEBS launched a new journal and ‘‘FEBS
Letters” came into existence ‘‘for the rapid publication of short re-
ports of essentially complete pieces of work.” The stigma of ‘‘a new
bioquick”, or of preliminary communications, to be followed by a
complete publication in a ‘‘real” journal was rapidly eliminated
by the prompt rejection of inadequate manuscripts submitted to
FEBS Letters.
Unfortunately, the foreseen Managing Editor (W.J. Whelan) was
unable to take up the post, but the initiative was saved by Prakash,
who volunteered to add to his already large working load as the
treasurer. This he did till 1985, when I was appointed as theManag-
ing Editor (which I was for some 14 years). I can assure the reader of
these lines that this work is a very major one – and this further in-
creased my admiration for Prakash. Typically of him, he did NOT
want to receive any form of compensation for his work for FEBS Let-
ters: ‘‘it would be improper for him as a treasurer to sign a cheque
for himself for his work for the FEBS Letters”. But, when negotiating
with the publishers, Prakash used a different language and could be
a hard, goal-driven bargainer: the activities of FEBS to promote
young biochemists were at stake. The two journals provided, as it
was hoped, a solid ﬁnancial basis to the other FEBS activities: FEBS
Letters today provides over 50% of the total income of FEBS.
Prakash was ‘‘Mister FEBS”, with the full approval and sympa-
thy of his wife, who was also an M.D. and Fellow of the Royal Soci-
ety. Most sadly, the last years of Prakash’s life were shadowed by
the death of his son, and then by that of his wife. He himself passed
away peacefully on May 12th, a few days after having celebrated
his 90th birthday with a small group of friends.
Prakash, you will always be close to our hearts and minds, as an
example, which we should try to follow – even if we know that we
will not succeed.
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